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1 . WE HOPE THE ADVANTAGES OF A LEBANESE GOVERNMENT POLITICAL 
PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON HAS NOT BEEN LOST SIGHT OF. AD- 
DRESSEES WILL RECALL THAT THE THRUST OF OUR POLICY POSITION 
HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN TO EXTEND THE GOL’S MILITARY AND CIVIL 
AUTHORITY INTO THE AREA. WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE, IN ADDITION 

TO LEBANESE ARMY UNITS, POLICE, JUDGES, OFFICIAL RELIEF 
ORGANIZATIONS, ETC. BEIRUT MAY WISH TO COMMENT WHETHER 
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THERE WOULD BE ANY UTILITY IN ENCOURAGING THE LEBANESE TO 
TRY FOR A POLITICAL PRESENCE IN ADVANCE OF THE INTRODUCTION 
OF LEBANESE ARMY UNITS. THE EXPERIENCE WITH THE GENDARMES 
DOES NOT GIVE GROUNDS FOR HIGH OPTIMISM, HOWEVER. 

2. WE RATHER LIKE THE IDEA IN REFTEL OF HAVING THE GOL 
ASSIGN SMALL UNITS TO EACH OF THE EIGHT U.N. NATIONAL CON 
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TINGENTS, SPREADING THE GOL'S MILITARY PRESENCE THROUGHOUT 
THE AREA. BEFORE WE COMMENCE RENEWED DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
LEBANESE ON ANY KIND OF ARMY MOVE SOUTH, HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE 
WE NEED AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ALL 
ADDRESSEE POSTS, WHICH WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LATEST 

DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING UNIFIL S DIFFICULTIES IN SECURING 
AN ADEQUATE ISRAELI UNDERSTANDING REGARDING FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT. 

3. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE WOULD ALSO LIKE EMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO COMMENT PARTICULARLY ON THE CONCEPT OF HAVING THE GOL 
HIRE LARGE TRANSPORT OR CARGO HELICOPTERS FROM EUROPEAN 
FIRMS, FOR EXAMPLE. THE LEBANESE APPARENTLY DO NOT HAVE 
THE C;PACITY IN THEIR OWN HELICOPTER FLEET TO LIFT MAJOR 
VEHICLES AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT. THE GOL PROBABLY COULD FIND 
THE MONEY FOR SUCH AN OPERATION ALSO. A HELICOPTER ARRANGE- 
MENT BRINGING VEHICLES AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT, AS WELL AS 
MEN-PERHAPS FLYING OUT AT SEA-COULD AVOID THE PROBLEMS 
OF PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE LEFTIST MILITARY INTERFERENCE 
ALONG THE CENTRAL ROUTE WHICH THE ISRAELIS HAVE PROPOSED 
THE ARMY USE. CHRISTOPHER 
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